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ASYLUM, and ‘Asylum Supporters’
Asylum is a magazine for democratic psychiatry. It has for nearly two decades provided a unique forum for democratic debate. It has covered the issues and competing forms of knowledge that underpin the practices of psychiatry and mental health at the end of the 20th century, with a special emphasis on the political and social dimensions of life. It has served as an antidote to the oppressive certainties promoted by biological psychiatry and professional discourse. As it enters its 20th year it is re-launching as Asylum an international magazine for democratic psychiatry, psychology, education and community development. It is answering the call to take mental health out of the ghetto and take a stand in the completion of the last great civil rights struggle.
The magazine and the collective working to produce it have been very important in the history of radical debates in psychology and in critical psychological practice. It is a vital resource now for ‘critical psychologists’ who want to connect academic ideas with some change in the real world. Asylum incorporates the newsletter of Psychology Politics Resistance (PPR), and has kept that radical organisation, founded in 1994, alive and able to regroup to take on new struggles in and against the discipline. 
Having published continuously as a quarterly magazine, without external support and relying totally on the loyalty of its readers, Asylum is now expanding the scope of its work. It began as a simple ward magazine in a Sheffield hospital, inspired initially by the political promise of the Italian reform movement Psychiatria Democratica. Like the Italian movement before it, it attracted creative contributions from artists, scientists and political activists on an international scale. At the beginning of the 21st century, the magazine is poised to participate in the realisation of those political promises so much left by the wayside, particularly by the conventional media.

The last decade in particular had seen the rise of a new generation of survivor workers and activists. Paradigm shifting research in the Netherlands by Marius Romme and Sandra Escher had led to the blossoming of the Hearing Voices Network (HVN) and an international hearing voices movement. (Asylum collectivists were in the forefront of this development.) Psychology Politics Resistance (PPR) was founded in 1994 uniting critical psychologists with non psychologists against the abuses of psychology. The newsletter of PPR was formally incorporated into Asylum magazine in 2001. Progressive psychiatrists founded the Critical Psychiatry Network. (The foundations of this can be traced to an open letter from Romme published in Asylum).

Above all, a radicalised survivor movement had brought new hope of ending the barbarism which has characterised psychiatric practices. Mad Pride internationally and more recently the Kissit Campaign have recaptured the spirit of artistry and rebellion which was alive in the sixties and served well the democratising project in Trieste, Italy. The No Force grouping, for example, has revealed a new potential for activism. The ideals of the No Force project have been taken up by activists throughout Europe, determined to check the forces of reaction at the heart of the European Union.

Joining with movements like the Hearing Voices Network, Psychology Politics Resistance, Critical Psychiatry Network and others, Asylum is committed to producing a high quality magazine with a corresponding development of its website, combined with strategies for direct social intervention. For Asylum to survive in its radical form and to be used as a tool for social change, it needs an immediate and considerable expansion of its circulation and a broadening of its influence.


Recent special issues have taken forward the struggle for a broader struggle for democratic psychiatry, psychology, education and community development. Issue 14 (3) was edited by ‘Women at the Margins’ on Women and Borderline Personality Disorder, and Issue 14 (4) was edited by Angela Linton-Abulu on Sisters of the Yam. Future issues are scheduled on Paranoia. 
This magazine is operating as a key force in the service of a revolution in mental health. Academics and professionals who would like to help Asylum can now do so by becoming ‘Asylum supporters’. In addition to taking out a subscription to the magazine, ‘Asylum supporters’ will pay £50 pounds a year, and receive five additional copies of every issue of the magazine. They are asked to sell these copies and win new subscribers. 
The current price is £3 per issue. Quotations for international distribution are available on request. Significant discount is available for multiple sales. For details of sales and to sign up to become an ‘Asylum supporter’, see www.asylumonline.net 

Copies of Asylum can also be purchased direct in MMU from Ian Parker (I.A.Parker@mmu.ac.uk)
