Notes from On Our Own Terms Steering Group 28th October 2004-11-29

Present: Peter Munn, Philip Dixon-Philips, Miranda Telfer, Chris Wright, Paul Grey, David Glenister, Jan Wallcraft, Peter Relton, Patrick Wood, Lilian Owens. 

Apologies: Reg McKenna, Cully Downer, Louise Relton, Angela Sweeney, Diana Rose, Roberta Graley, David Tooms, Nisar Khan. 

Information sharing by groups represented

· UK Federation – funded by donation only system

· UKAN – Comic Relief funding runs out at end of March. Bidding to DoH to run the new professional advocacy network, but strong competition. 

· Paul Grey is setting up a national Black User Voice, based on Circles of Fear work at Sainsbury Centre. May focus more on helping people find work, e.g. starting social enterprises. Creating a website about what people are already doing.

· David Glenister talked about work of MH Action Group in Hull.

· Peter Relton is survivor worker in NHS and is involved with regional network of Service User Development Workers. 

· Lilian Owens of No Panic – they have no core funding, writing 2,000 letters to grant making trusts asking for help. No Panic based in chief exec’s home. 106 volunteers, 2,900 members. Links with other organisations around the world. They cover England and Wales, and link with a helpline in Southern Ireland. Lilian is now a paid worker for No Panic, some funding from Dept. of Health. No Panic won a NIMHE award for positive practice. They are doing research from January onwards about telephone recovery and befriending groups – Rethink is carrying out the evaluation. 

Agreed: 

Role of On Our Own Terms to be a clearing house for information, to signpost people to other organisations, but not a replacement for any existing organisation or network (e.g. UKAN, UK Federation of Smaller Mental Health Agencies). 

Miranda Telfer talked about the Kill Bill petition she is sending out, to oppose the Draft Mental Health Bill. She wants to ensure everyone can be in touch with plans about this. 


Future aims for the Steering group work:

· Take forward key issues from November 03 meeting, e.g. Mental Health Bill, funding for service user/survivor groups.

· Feed back to wider networks involved.

· Get IT support from Sainsbury Centre to set up an email group. Could set up a Smart group or Yahoo group. Maybe Reg McKenna could help with this as he has done this for NIMHE Experts by Experience

· Try to get some media coverage about our work, check this out with those not at the meeting first.

· Network internationally – European Network of Users and Survivors, World Network of Users and Survivors. 

· Start a monthly newsletter to share information,  send out widely, online and paper.

· The network to be called On Our Own Terms.

· Find out about local directories that exist in each area.

· Get attention of Government, find ways to influence Government at all levels – re; value of self help and user led advocacy. 

· Recovery is being re-packaged as something done TO us. Oppose this. 

· Patrick Wood and Jan to draft the aims and objectives for On Our Own Terms.

Longer term visions

TV programme, or TV channel 

Future meetings:

December 2nd, Manchester (11-3) {since changed to 12-4]

February 23rd, Sheffield, 11-3

Bristol April 6th, 11-4. Travel and overnight stays to be arranged. 

There may be a demo about the Mental Health Bill in March.

