SOC1050     Society, History, Environment

COURSE OUTLINE

Society, History, Environment is a course about social science history in which you develop one essay with assistance from the module tutor. 

It has two aims

1) To show you different ways in which social science theory can be constructed. This will help you with any future social science module.

2) To develop your skills in essay writing and teach you how to assess the quality of your own essays. This should help you maximise the grades you get for any essay.

There are five weeks to the course and in each week we have sessions on three days. We are a small group and we will plan how to use these sessions between us. Each week will include lectures and discussions about theory and its history and

lecture discussions about essay writing and assessment. We will also make time for one-to-one discussions about your essay.

In the first week we will discuss the essay topics you can chose from, showing you what they are about. We will discuss how you chose a topic and how to prepare for your essay. 

These are the essay topics. Each topic has starter reading that you can begin now, if you wish. This starter reading is available on the course website at

http://www.mdx.ac.uk/www/study/sshhome.htm

What is science? Compare and contrast the ideas of Locke, and Wollstonecraft. Discuss these in relation to one or two of other theorists (from a list supplied), and develop your own opinion. 

Starter reading Social Science History chapter three

What do Hobbes and Locke have to say about how society is formed? How does this relate to their ideas abut what reason is? 

Starter reading Social Science History chapter two

How do Hobbes, Weber and Durkheim relate the individual to society? 

Starter reading Social Science History chapter six

Discuss Rousseau's ideas about society and how they relate to the French Revolution with special reference to either women or slavery

Starter reading Social Science History chapter four

Relate the theories of Goffman, Bentham, and one other theorist (from a  list supplied) to the development of total institutions in the 19th century. [Total institutions include prisons, workhouses, hospitals and boarding schools]

Starter reading Social Science History chapter five

Outline the ideas of Adam Smith or Jeremy Bentham or Thomas Malthus or Robert Owen and discuss their significance today 

Starter reading Social Science History chapter five

Outline and compare Emile Durkheim and Robert Merton's theories of society and anomie. To what extent are they blaming society for crime?. 

Starter reading The Durkheim and Merton Page

In the second week we discuss the essay topics that course members have chosen: Looking at how each relates to social science history. Everyone should be ready with their essay topic for the first session, so that we can plan the week. We

will also discuss how to prepare the first draft of your essay. 

By the third week you should have a draft essay prepared for discussion and feedback. We will look at problems people have with referencing essays. 

The lecture and discussion subjects for weeks three and four will cover all aspects of social science history relevant to the essay topics that have been chosen.

Full feedback on essay drafts will have been given by week four. In weeks four and five we will look at how to make a self-assessment of your essay and use that to improve your essay. In week five we will discuss all the essay topics that course members are working on.
Most of the materials for this course are available, free of charge, from the course website (above). You will also be able to buy a printed copy of Social Science History (£8) at the start of the course.

If you want to contact the module leader (Andrew Roberts) send an email to 

studymore@blueyonder.co.uk.

